THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

in fighting against the Kathis. They defeated an army
sent against them under one of the Ra5s generals, and he
was obliged to collect another force and to proceed
against them in person. The Raja of Dhank, a Wala
Rajput chieftain, supported him, but in spite of the
strong combination against them, the Kathis did not
suffer serious defeat. They even captured several villages
belonging to the Raja of Dhank. They remained unde-
feated when Ra Mahipal III died in A.D. 1253, and it was
left to his son, Ra Khengar III, to complete the work
his father had begun* Before his short reign of seven
years was ended, he had compelled the Kathis to acknow-
ledge defeat and to take service under him.

Ra Mandlik I ascended the gadi in A.D. 1260, at a
time when the Mahomedans were beginning to establish
themselves in Gujarat, and to change plundering raids
into permanent occupation of the country. The history
of the Mahomedans in Gujarat is full of interest, and
that of Saurashtra is indissolubly bound up with it. The
Chaora and Solanki rulers of Anhilwad had been unable
to include the whole of the peninsula within their
dominions, although they were undoubtedly powerful
enough to assume an overlordship over many parts of it.
This course, however, did not suit the Mahomedans,
who in course of time changed their position of overlord-
ship for that of permanent occupation; but not, however,
until nearly two hundred years after their permanent
occupation of Gujarat.

The great Siddha Raj of Anhilwad died childless in
A.D. 1143, and was followed on the gadi by Kumarapal,
who ruled for thirty years. After his death in A.D. 1173
the Solanki dynasty began to decline in power, and
before it ended in A.D. 1244 it was able to put up but a
weak defence against the overwhelming onslaught of the
Mahomedans* Between A.D. 1178 and A.D. 1241 suc-
cessive invasions were made. In about A.D. 1179 Shah-
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